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A pasture full of jumping, playful, healthy 
calves begins with proper pre-calving man-
agement. At Pharmco, we carry the top-notch 
products needed should an animal health sit-
uation arise. However, we believe that preven-
tion is the best treatment. As those pregnant 
mamas overwinter, consider feeding additives 

that’ll boost their immune systems and shed any “bug” they may 
be carrying. Also consider a calving system that’ll prevent the 
spread of diseases. 

I’ll discuss this calving system in a bit, but first I’d like to discuss 
preventing abortions in your herd. Abortions can be caused by a 
number of things: metabolic or hormonal abnormalities, nutri-
tional deficiencies, trauma, toxicities, or infectious pathogens. To 
keep your cattle healthy and prevent abortions, add CTC (chlor-
tetracycline) Crumbles to your cows’ diets. CTC is a broad-spec-
trum antibiotic with a variety of feeding levels. Ask us how you 
should feed them to your expectant herd. When fed as directed, 
CTC will improve daily gain and feed efficiency and aid in the 
prevention and reduction of various health problems.

Another feed additive you may want to consider is Rumensin®, 
which helps fight coccidiosis. This disease is caused by a parasite 
that invades the cells lining the intestine. Calves are the most 
vulnerable due to a lack of immunity against the parasite, and 

a dirty environment will increase that risk. I suggest feeding 
Rumensin, which makes infected cattle shed the parasite, to 
your cows while they are on stalks. Getting the coccidi out of 
their systems prior to moving them to a clean pasture/lot for 
calving is wise. 

Using the Sandhills Calving System
Speaking of clean pasture, let’s move into discussing the 
Sandhills Calving System. If you don’t already use this calving 
system, you may want to consider it. This system was created 
to prevent the spread of disease. While specifics may vary for 
different production systems, the main components are 1) using 
clean calving pastures, 2) segregating calves according to age to 
prevent the transmission of pathogens from older to younger 
calves, and 3) moving pregnant cows regularly (seven to ten 
days) to clean calving pasture. The regular movement of preg-
nant cows to clean pasture prevents the buildup of pathogens 
in the calving environment. Likewise, the segregation of calves 
according to age prevents exposure of calves to an overwhelm-
ing amount of pathogens. 

If you’re interested in this system, I suggest developing plans 
well in advance of your calving season. Due to the amount of 
resources this system takes, it would also be smart to get advice 
specific to your operation. Stop in or call to talk to a specialist at 
Pharmco today. 

➤ By Chris Nelson, General Manager

PLANNING FOR HEALTHY CALVES

Feed Rumensin to shed coccidiosis before 
moving your cows to clean pasture for calving. 



As an area leader in the animal health industry, 
you can look to Pharmco for all your supple-
ment tub needs. We carry a large selection of 
tubs in all our stores, and we have many op-
tions. Pharmco carries ADM Alliance Nutrition®, 
MLS®, Purina® RangeLand, and Hubbard®. Not 
all stores will have every brand, but all stores 

do have access to every brand. 

There are many different kinds of tubs and uses for them. Here 
is my rundown on what those types of tubs are and where they 
can be used.

Every store has a version of a 20% natural. It may be 18% or 
22%, but it is an all-natural. All-natural means all ingredients 
are natural and that no urea or additives are included. These 
tubs can be used on cows any time of the year. It’s also a decent 
choice for adding protein in a stocker or backgrounding calf’s 
diet. Generally, these tubs are also safe for horses. Intakes 
should range from one-half to one pound per head per day. 

A version of a 32% protein tub can also be found at every store. 
Like the 20s, there may be some number variance (a 30%, for 
instance). These tubs have urea within them, and the urea level 
is usually one-third. For example, a 32% protein tub will have 
12% urea. Urea helps a cow produce her own protein by giving 
off ammonia in the rumen. These tubs really shine on old grass 
or with cornstalks. Urea helps in the digestion and utilization of 
poor quality forage. 

In fact, the Platte store even has an ADM tub that is 40% 

protein with urea. They call them the “cornstalk” tubs. Like the 
name, these tubs help cows with digesting rough, dry stalks. It’s 
a useful tub for this area. 

Our high fat tubs are another product that have become a big hit. 
These tubs are usually a form of the 20s or 30s, but the fat levels 
are higher. I formulated the high fat tubs in the Winner store to 
help in many areas. The high fat can help maintain body condi-
tioning or put weight on. Originally, the tubs were formulated for 
older cows and heifers. These two age groups can use a little ex-
tra push of energy, and these tubs help with that. We have even 
found that middle-aged cows look better and breed back better 
with the added energy from this tub. That’s why this product 
has been nicknamed “breeder tubs.” These tubs are also high in 
magnesium, so you’ll find two modes of help in one tub.

Many different additives can be put into tubs. These additives 
include products from Zinpro®, Availa® 4, CoMax®, and mag-
nesium. And, yes, we have a tub with Bovatec®. This tub is great 
on areas where calves may get coccidiosis. They can be fed to 
the calf behind panels to aid in prevention. Unfortunately, we 
can’t add Rumensin®, Aureo, or MGA to any tubs. The cooking 
process does not let these products stay suspended or sustain 
their acting viability.

I hope this helps you in deciding which tub fits your operation. 
There are many options and many more I didn’t mention. Give 
us a call any time, or stop in and let us go over the options 
that best suit your operations. Thanks for doing business with 
Pharmco.

TUBS FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

©2014 Pharmco. All Rights Reserved. Published in partnership with VistaComm® (www.VistaComm.com). 

➤ By Tresh Swedlund, Winner Manager



SUPPLEMENT YOUR CATTLE WITH QUALITY PRODUCTS
➤ By Phil Johnson, Animal Nutritionist 

Whether you’re looking for 
supplements for forage-fed 
finishing cattle or late-gesta-
tion cows, come to Pharmco 
for all your supplementation 
needs. When deciding on a 
supplement, keep in mind 

that cattle supplement products do vary in a 
number of ways:

• Protein level
• Energy level
• Feeding rates: 1 lb to 3 lbs
• Trace minerals and vitamin levels
• Feedlot, starter, distillers, cow products
• Liquid or dry (pellets, cake,  

mineral, tubs)
• Custom mixes that Pharmco 

can design for your operation

Pharmco has the following medica-
tions available for supplementing: 

• Rumensin®, Bovatec®, 
catalysts, Tylan®, MGA®, 
Gainpro®, Deccox®, ClariFly®, 
Aureomycin

• Combos of Rumensin/Tylan,  
Rumensin/Deccox, Bovatec/
MGA, and Bovatec/Aureo-
mycin (dry only)

For additives, we carry the following: 
• Thiamine, Micro-Aid©, Yeasts,  

Bio-Mos®

And we have the following extras that can be 
added:

• Zinc sulfate, Availa®Zn, or Zinpro®

• Iodine, trace minerals, etc.

When you purchase supplements from 
Pharmco, they’ll be balanced for your rations 
and feeding rate. Thanks for doing business 
with Pharmco in 2014, and we look forward 
to working with you in 2015. 

How do I raise more cows 
and calves with the same 
amount of grass?
1. Turn cows out later, stock 

heavier, and wean earlier. 
Have cows on grass for 
three months instead of 
five. In theory, you can run 
30%-50% more cows. This 
will vary with moisture 
and conditions.

2. For dry lot cows, place 
the calf area at the side or 
back of the pen for calves 
to go to grass. The only 
grazing cows may see 
is corn stalks, which are 
cheaper than some current 
pasture rents. Manage-
ment is a big thing. To 
learn more about manag-
ing cows in a confinement 
situation, I recommend 
this article from Kansas 
State: asi.

 k-state.edu/doc/beef/ 
confinementcows.pdf. Let 
me know if you’re inter-
ested in reading it, and I 
can send it to you. 

➤ By Nate Timmerman, Platte Manager

GETTING YOUR CATTLE THROUGH WINTER

“You’re not leaving this 
table until your veg-
etables are gone,” is a 
phrase you probably 
heard at least once when 
you were a youngster. 
And while it seemed like 

a harsh punishment at the time, it’s un-
derstandable why you needed to eat your 
veggies. Vegetables provide important 
nutrients needed to live a healthy life.

The same goes for your livestock. A 
proper mix of feeds with supplemented 
minerals and vitamins are vital for your 
cattle to sustain a healthy state of living.

Nutritional requirements, especially ener-
gy, also increase when the weather turns. 

To ensure that your cows and bulls come 
through the winter in good condition, I 
recommend the following:

• Increase rationed TDN to meet addi-
tional energy needs during adverse 
weather events. 

• Consider feeding corn or grain by-
products such as soybean hulls, corn 
gluten feed, and distillers grain to 
increase energy and protein. 

• Ensure that there are adequate min-
erals and vitamins in the diet by pro-
viding a high-quality vitamin-mineral 
mix. 

• Manage feed resources to keep the 
best quality feeds for late gestation 
and lactation. 

Nutrition is not the only key to beating 
winter stress. Shelter is also very important. 

To protect cattle from the wind, provide 
windbreaks that can be easily accessed 
during extreme conditions. Also, it’s 
important to provide dry bedding areas 
with corn stover or similar crop residues. 
Think of yourself out in the cold. If you 
become wet, the many layers you put on 
become useless. The same goes for cattle. 
It’s important to provide dry bedding, 
because they’re not protected from the 
cold when wet. 

As the temperatures continue to drop, 
now is the time to see your local Pharmco 
cattle nutritionist. I invite you to stop in 
to one of our locations. We’ll help you 
evaluate your feed rations for winter to 
make sure you’re meeting the needs of 
your cows. 
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With the holiday season here, it’s time 
to relax and enjoy time with family and 
friends. You can also reflect on what 
seemed to be a positive harvest for most 
as well as good winter wheat stands. Pro-
ducers around the Kimball area reported 
high yields this harvest season. And the 
wheat stands, especially the early planted 
fields, looked exceptionally well this year. 

Before I move on to why you should 
order oats early, I’d like to say thanks for 
a prosperous year at our Kimball loca-
tion! I believe this is the best year yet 

for Pharmco in Kimball, and I have loyal 
customers to thank for that. This was also 
Pharmco’s first run with our new certi-
fied seed cleaners, and it was a success. 
Thanks for trusting us with your seed. If 
you’d like your seed custom cleaned in 
the future, keep Pharmco in mind. We’ve 
three portable, certified seed cleaners that 
are available for use at all locations. 

Order your oats now 
If you’ll be planting oats this spring, I 
suggest booking your seed order early. 
Pharmco offers four oat varieties. We have 

Jerry, Reeves, Shelby 427, 
and Goliath. Jerry and 
Reeves are multipurpose 
oats that can be grained 
or hayed, Shelby 427 
is shorter in stature for 
grain production, and Goliath is a taller 
forage oat used for baling or chopping. It 
can also be combined. These are available 
in mini-bulk and can be arranged for de-
livery. Call today or stop in to order your 
oats today! Remember: Supplies will be 
tight for certain varieties.

CHEERS TO A SUCCESSFUL HARVEST

PHARMCO: YOUR LOCAL PIONEER® SEED DEALER
With the 2014 crop out of the field, it’s time to start considering your inputs for the 2015 crop year. If you’re looking to plant seed 
with proven performance, look no further than your local Pharmco. We are proud to carry top-quality seed from DuPont Pioneer. 
Pharmco carries a large selection of Pioneer corn hybrids, soybean varieties, and alfalfa. Don’t forget, we also have access to inocu-
lants and premium seed treatments. Call today to book your order for spring 2015!

➤ By Myron Veurink, Paragon Manager 


